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A matter of urgency 
HIV among MSM in  
Asia and the Pacific 
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Countries around the world, and especially across the Asia Pacific region, are recording 
alarmingly higher HIV prevalence estimates among men who have sex with men (MSM) 
than in previous years. Led by the Asia Pacific Coalition on Male Sexual Health (APCOM), 
civil society organizations in the region and UN agencies challenge stakeholders across all 
sectors to focus, invest, empower, and mobilise to change the course of the epidemic. !

Overwhelming evidence 

! National HIV prevalence among MSM is estimated to be 
more than 5% in at least six countries (China, Indonesia, 
Malaysia, Myanmar, Thailand and Viet Nam).1 

! Prevalence is particularly high—15% to nearly 31%—in 
large urban areas (e.g., Bangkok, Hanoi and Jakarta).1 

! Men who have sex with men represent a sizeable 
population—estimated to be between 10.5 and 27 
million in the Asia Pacific region alone.2 

! In the Philippines, the number of reported HIV cases 
jumped from one per day in 2007 to thirteen by August 
2013, with men who have sex with men accounting for 
ten of those thirteen cases.3

Glaring underinvestment 

! The median coverage (i.e., those who knew where to get 
a HIV test and received condoms in the previous year) 
among 12 reporting countries is around 60%.1 

! Fewer than half of the men surveyed in 2012 in the six 
cities that have the fastest growing HIV epidemics 
among MSM reported using condoms consistently.1 

! Between 2009 and 2012, 14 countries reported 
spending only 13 million dollars on HIV prevention 
services for MSM, less than 7% of total HIV prevention 
spending in the region.1 

! Country-level differences between the proportion of new 
infections attributable to MSM and the proportion of HIV 
prevention spending for MSM is staggering (see table).2



 

Punitive barriers 

! Many MSM avoid seeking health and HIV services for fear 
of legal and social repercussions, discrimination and even 
violence, presenting a serious barrier to delivering HIV 
prevention and treatment services. 

! 18 out of 38 countries in Asia and the Pacific criminalise 
same-sex sexual activities, with penalties including 
imprisonment, corporal punishment and even death.4 

! Reports abound across the region of health workers who 
discriminate against MSM. By continuing to train health 
workers to become more knowledgeable and sensitive 
about HIV and MSM, more MSM can be expected to 
access essential services.

Meeting the challenge 

! Genuine partnerships between governments and civil 
society must be established, recognizing the urgency to 
help mobilize and empower communities of men who 
have sex with men to be treated with dignity and respect. 

! This is a defining moment for our region’s response to 
men who have sex with men and HIV. Asia and the Pacific 
must lead by example and inspire other regions to take 
similar action. Seizing the opportunity to act now will 
strengthen the long-term health and well-being of 
communities, countries and our region as a whole. 

The full in-depth feature entitled HIV 
among men who have sex with men 
in Asia and the Pacific: a matter of 
urgency can be found in the HIV in 
Asia and the Pacific report published 
by UNAIDS in November 2013.
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