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WHAT IAS
PARTICIPANTS
ARE SAYING
ABOUT APCOM

APCOM is the focal point for getting local communities, from all
the Asian and the Pacific countries, together (hearing their cries
and solutions)

For my experience APCOM is the one and only organisation
who encourages and motivates many TG & MSM to raise
their voices in the fight against HIV and for our sexual health
issues in general.............

The influx of smart, energetic and committed younger MSM
was incredibly heartening and I’m sure a huge inspiration for
other young guys at their first AIDS Conference

I hope in the context of 2015 there will be significantly more
funding available than currently for your work – though I am
sure it will not nearly be enough to build and have an
effective and region-wide coverage of comprehensive health
services for gay/MSM populations in our region

I did deliberately quiz a number of my friends who were
there - and who were not familiar with or connected with
APCOM - and they were uniformly impressed with the
organisation, program and content (and a couple of these are
highly sceptical beforehand….) Several said it was the most
productive part of the entire conference. Well done guys!

Well organised and well planned sessions! I am the in charge
medical officer in HIV/AIDS control programme and
attending and learning was a very good experience for my
future career on behalf of managing my patients
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The tragedy of the flight MH17 marked a sad start to AIDS 2014, and our condolences
go out to the friends and families and those that have lost their loved ones. For those
who have come to attend the conference from the Netherlands, we vow to keep the
fight against HIV and AIDS alive and thank them for their tireless efforts to end the
epidemic.
APCOM is concerned with the rapidly escalating HIV epidemic among MSM and
transgender people across Asia and the Pacific and seeking effective and innovative
ways in which to address this challenge. For several years, we have been drawing
attention to the mounting crisis affecting our communities in our region both at the
global level such as during the International AIDS Conference in Washington DC in
2012 and at the regional level in forums like the International Congress on AIDS in Asia
and the Pacific (ICAAP) in Bangkok in 2013. We shared the progress we have made in
addressing this crisis, as well as the strong concerns about the numerous challenges
that remain and how best we can address them in partnership with governments, civil
society, scientists and researchers, and the United Nations family -- the stakeholders
who collectively form the coalition that is APCOM.
Since the 20th International AIDS Conference is held in our region – Asia Pacific – with
the last International AIDS Conference held in this region a decade ago in Bangkok
in 2004, APCOM made a concerted effort to ensure a strong presence and advocacy
voice at the conference. In Melbourne, we were reflecting the theme of our 2014-2019
Strategic Plan “Raising our game, Raising our voices”. We will be constantly working to
ensure that when it comes to our communities of concern, we remind all stakeholders
involved in the fight against HIV and AIDS of the pledge made at AIDS 2014: ‘nobody is
left behind’.
We would like to send our gratitude to our supporters both during the AIDS 2014
engagement and other projects that APCOM is currently undertaking and the many
more that are in the pipeline. Also we look forward to working and engaging with you in
the next national, regional and global HIV and AIDS conferences to discuss progress on
the International AIDS Conference pledge for the communities in our region. See you in
Durban in 2016!

Midnight Poonkasetwattana
Executive Director, APCOM
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ABBREVIATIONS

7 Sisters

Coalition of Asia Pacific Regional Networks on HIV/AIDS

AFAO

Australian Federation of AIDS Organisations

AIDS

Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome

AIDS 2014

20th International AIDS Conference

AINA

Asian Interfaith Network on AIDS

APCASO

Asia Pacific Council of AIDS Organisations

APCOM

Asia Pacific Coalition on Male Sexual Health

APN+

Asia Pacific Network of Positive People

APNSW

Asia Pacific Network of Sex Workers

APTN

Asia Pacific Transgender Network

ARCSHS

Australian Research Centre in Sex, Health and Society, La Trobe
University, Melbourne, Australia

CBO

Community-based organisations

CCM

Country Coordinating Mechanism

CDC

Centers for Disease Control

CMTHF

China Male Tongzhi Health Forum

CSRH

Centre for Social Research in Health, UNSW, Sydney, Australia

CSS

Community Systems Strengthening

DAN

Developed Asia Network

DFAT

Australian Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade

ESCAP

United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and
the Pacific

FHI360

Family Health International

FSW

Female sex worker(s)

FTM

Female-to-male

GFATM

Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria

GID

Gender Identity Disorder Health Problems

HCT

HIV Counselling and Testing

HIV

Human Immunodeficiency Virus

Hivos

Humanistisch Instituut voor Ontwikkelingssamenwerking (Humanist
Institute for Cooperation with Developing Countries), Netherlands

HLM

High Level Meeting

IAS

International AIDS Society

ICAAP

International Congress on AIDS in Asia and the Pacific

ICT

Information Communication Technology

ICCPR

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights

ICD

International Statistical Classification of Diseases and Related

ICESCR

International Covenant on Economic Social and Cultural Rights

INERELA+

International, interfaith network of religious leaders who are living
with or personally affected by HIV

INFOSEM

India Network for Sexual Minorities

INGO

International Non-Governmental Organisation

IRMA

The International Rectal Microbicides Advocates

ISEAN

Insular South-East Asia Network

KC

Key correspondents

LGBT

Lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender

LOC

Local organising committee

MARPS

Most at risk populations

MSM

Men who have sex with men
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MSMGF

Global Forum on MSM and HIV

(continued)

MSW

Male sex worker(s)

MTF

Male-to-female

NGO

Non-Governmental Organisation

NZAF

New Zealand AIDS Foundation

PLHIV

People Living with HIV

PSDN

Pacific Sexual Diversity Network

PSI

Population Services International

PSN

Purple Sky Network

RIHES

Research Institute for Health Sciences, Chiang Mai

SAMAN

South Asia MSM and AIDS Network

SOGI

Sexual orientation and gender identity

SRS

Sexual reassignment surgery

STD

Sexually transmitted diseases

STI

Sexually transmitted infections

7

University, Thailand

TG

Transgender people

ToT

Training of Trainers

TSW

Transgender sex worker(s)

UN

the United Nations

UNAIDS

Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS

UNAIDS RST

United Nations Joint Programme on AIDS Regional Support Team

UNDP

United Nations Development Programme

UNESCAP

United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and

UNESCO

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation

VCT

Voluntary Counselling and Testing

WHO

World Health Organisation

WHO-SEARO

World Health Organisation-South-East Asia Regional Office

WHO-WPRO

World Health Organisation-Western Pacific Regional Office

YVC

Youth Voices Count

APCOM recognises that transgender persons and communities are not synonymous
with MSM when it comes to the HIV response, as transgender persons have very
specific health needs and the epidemic among this population is very different than
that affecting MSM. Data must be disaggregated to differentiate clearly between
transgender people and MSM to enable truly strategic and effective responses for
these very diverse populations.
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EXECUTIVE
SUMMARY

APCOM Executive DIrector, Midnight Poonkasetwattana, presented APCOM’s contribution to the region

The 20th International AIDS Conference (AIDS 2014) was held in Melbourne,
Australia, from 20 to 25 July 2014, attracting nearly 12,000 participants from almost
200 countries. AIDS 2014 finished with thousands of delegates endorsing the
Melbourne Declaration. Through the Declaration, APCOM and other delegates reaffirm
their unwavering commitment to equality, universal access to health care and treatment
services, and support for the inherent dignity and rights of all human beings.
APCOM was strongly represented and presented in AIDS 2014, through participation
in and organisation of the pre-conferences and plenary and satellite sessions during the
main conference as well as through the own APCOM booth in the Global Community
Village.
APCOM’s main focus during the conference were:
–– MSM and transgender populations
–– Young people and adolescents living with HIV or at risk of HIV
–– Targeted, rights-based and evidence-based approaches in the global
HIV/AIDS response
–– Advances in technology, cure research, biomedical tools and body of
evidence to end the epidemic
–– Legal, social, political and economic barriers to HIV response, including
its advocacy within the Post-2015 Sustainable Development Goals
APCOM engaged in three pre-conferences that tackled three distinct issues: MSM and
HIV, social research on HIV, and inter-faith discussion in addressing homophobia and
HIV-related stigma. On MSM pre-conference, APCOM acted as a steering committee
member of the pre-conference.
APCOM’s Chair, Mr Dédé Oetomo, and Executive Director, Midnight
Poonkasetwattana, participated in various other sessions during the pre-conference
to share APCOM’s distinctive and specific take on various themes and topics. This
included the session on the uses of Internet and Information Communication
Technology (ICT) in the HIV Continuum among MSM and Transgender People and the
session on the Intersection of LGBT Rights and HIV, in which the similarities,
differences and synergistic
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potential between the LGBT rights, human rights and public health frameworks in the
response to HIV within the Asia-Pacific region were explored.
During the main conference, APCOM’s engagement branched out to various topical
sessions.  On sessions and panels around social research, APCOM leveraged the
opportunity to push for community-owned social research to improve HIV responses
for MSM and transgender communities in Asia and the Pacific region. Two of APCOM’s
very own studies, “Where to from here? Identifying Priorities for Strategic Information
Development” and the regional report on “MSM and HIV Counselling and Testing in
Asia and the Pacific” were presented. APCOM’s latest initiatives, “TestBKK” campaign
and “MSM and TG Networks’ Capacity Strengthening Initiative”, were also introduced in
various sessions of the conference.
APCOM organised two satellite sessions: on the rolling out of the WHO’s 2014
Consolidated Guidelines for HIV prevention, Diagnosis, Treatment and Care for Key
Populations in Asia Pacific and on inter-faith discussion addressing homophobia and
HIV-related stigma within religious context.
APCOM also supported Youth Voices Count, a network of young MSM and
transgender advocates, to participate in and organise activities around the AIDS 2014.
With APCOM assistance, the young leaders succeeded to speak in numerous panels,
get interviewed by media and lead other advocacy initiatives to ensure that youth
specific issues were not forgotten in discourses related to MSM and transgender
communities.
APCOM’s activities and engagement in AIDS 2014 was notably supported by a
dedicated media and social media campaign. News articles based upon the interviews
and session proceedings involving APCOM were published in at least one global media,
three regional media and 14 local media throughout the region. Furthermore, nearly
half a million twitter impressions were reached during the conference.
Taking into account APCOM’s participation and observation in AIDS 2014, APCOM
recognises the prominence of community’s unique and diverse voices for the follow-up
regional and global conferences. In order to arrive at an inclusive and sustainable HIV
response agenda, it is more crucial than ever to further explore and advocate for
community’s priority, particularly that of young people, for the future. APCOM strives
to discuss and advocate future development goals relating to HIV by bringing the voices
of the community into the conversation.
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ABOUT APCOM

Founded in 2007, APCOM is a coalition of members – governments, UN partners,
non-profits and community based organisations – from Asia and the Pacific. APCOM
represents a diverse range of stakeholders, with a variety of interests, working together
to advocate for and to highlight and prioritise issues around HIV and AIDS that affect
the lives of MSM and transgender people, including rights, health and well-being.

Goals
APCOM’s goals are
• Increasing investment in HIV prevention, treatment, care and support in the region
• Scaling up coverage of HIV prevention, treatment, care and support in the region
• Strengthening the development and availability of the evidence base that support
our mandate

Activities
APCOM performs a critical role in community liaison, bringing communities and a wide
variety of stakeholders together. We review and track the degree of inclusion of MSM
and HIV issues in the national AIDS plans for different countries as well as monitor the
violation of human rights of MSM and transgender people.
We work with MSM and HIV community networks and organisations by offering
support and mentorship, and technical expertise.
We advocates for qualitative research and extensive studies, which help policy makers
and service providers in their work. As a community of excellence, we emphasizes the
importance of sharing data and insights to build capacity, knowledge and recognition.
At our core, we are on a mission to shift attitudes and sensitise society to the needs of
our diverse and vibrant community. Together, we are sharing knowledge and real-life
stories that support and promote the sexual orientation and gender identity rights of
MSM and transgender people.
APCOM’s work are guided by six working groups that are well positioned to help
APCOM to take a more pro-active role in its advocacy and information sharing efforts.
Consisting of practitioners and scholars, APCOM working groups are ad hoc group of
subject-matter experts working together within the following topic groups:
(1) Knowledge Reference Group; (2) Faith and sexuality; (3) Health sector engagement;
(4) Information, Communication and Technology; (5) Social Research; and (6) Human
Rights.
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ABOUT THE 20TH
INTERNATIONAL
AIDS CONFERENCE
(AIDS 2014)

The International AIDS Conference is the premier gathering for those working in the
field of HIV, as well as policy makers, persons living with HIV and other individuals
committed to ending the epidemic. It is a chance to assess the progress of the global
fight against HIV and AIDS, evaluate recent scientific developments and lessons learnt,
and collectively chart a course forward.
The 20th International AIDS Conference, shortened as AIDS 2014, was held in
Melbourne, Australia, from 20 to 25 July 2014, attracting nearly 12,000 participants
from almost 200 countries. The AIDS 2014 programme presented new scientific
knowledge and offered many opportunities for structured dialogue on the major issues
facing the global response to HIV. A variety of session types – from abstract-driven
presentations to symposia, bridging and plenary sessions – was organised to meet the
needs of various participants. Other related activities, including a Global Community
Village, satellite meetings, exhibitions and affiliated independent events, contributed to
a remarkable opportunity for professional development and networking.
More than two-thirds of the programmes’ evaluation survey respondents “agreed” or
“strongly agreed” that the programme:
•

Brought something new and relevant to today’s challenges of the response
to HIV and AIDS.

•

Holistically addressed the social and economic drivers of the epidemic,
such as repressive politics, discrimination and poverty.

•

Raised awareness that despite successes in overcoming the epidemic, in
many places new infections continue to rise due to lack of funding,
structural, policy and political challenges.

•

Put focus on global HIV epidemic hotspots and scale-up efforts within key
affected populations.

•

Fostered the current debate around a post-2015 Millennium
Development  Goals (MDGs) scenario for HIV and AIDS and helped ensure
that HIV remains a key focus of international development.

•

Fostered involvement of a new generation of young scientists, community
leaders, politicians and advocates and cross fertilisation of experience and
expertise from other disciplines.
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ABOUT THE 20TH
INTERNATIONAL
AIDS CONFERENCE
(AIDS 2014)
(continued)

AIDS 2014 finished with thousands of delegates endorsing the Melbourne
Declaration. Through the Declaration, the delegates reaffirm their unwavering
commitment to equality, universal access to health care and treatment services, and
support for the inherent dignity and rights of all human beings. The Declaration noted
that all people are entitled to the rights and protections afforded by international
human rights frameworks. With an overarching and compelling “Nobody Left Behind”
slogan, the Declaration emphasises that an end to AIDS is only possible if the barriers
of criminalization, stigma and discrimination that remain key drivers of the epidemic are
overcome. The declaration is endorsed by many prominent figures, including Richard
Branson, Bob Geldof, Archbishop Desmund Tutu and Aung San Suu Kyi.

APCOM’S
ACTIVITIES
BEFORE AND
DURING
AIDS 2014

APCOM is proud to have been present at the conference with nearly 12,000 delegates.
In Asia and the Pacific, 18 countries still criminalize male to male sex, and APCOM
welcomes the Melbourne Declaration (Annex 1) affirming that non-discrimination is
fundamental to an evidence-based, rights-based response to HIV and effective public
health programmes.
APCOM is pleased to have strong presence in and contribution to the Conference
through participation in and organisation of pre-conferences, conference sessions,
satellite sessions as well as through the own APCOM booth in the Global Community
Village and its networking zones.
APCOM’s main focus themes during the conference were:
•

Key populations focus, first and foremost MSM and transgender
populations

•

Adolescents living with HIV or at risk of HIV

•

Targeted, rights-based and evidence-based approaches in the global HIV/

•

Advances in technology, cure research, biomedical tools and body of

•

Legal, social, political and economic barriers must be addressed and

AIDS response
evidence to end the epidemic
overcome in particular for the post-2015 Sustainable Development Goals
Below is an overview of APCOM engagement.

PRE-CONFERENCE
1.

Pre-conference on MSM Topics: Setting the Pace: Gay men, MSM, and
Transgender People in the Global AIDS Responses

APCOM acted as one of the steering committee members of the pre-conference
organised by MSMGF “Setting the Pace: Gay Men, MSM, and Transgender People in the
Global AIDS Response”. The MSMGF Pre-Conference provided a platform to exchange
the most recent research, best practices, and advocacy strategies that advance the
overall goal of universal access for MSM and transgender people.
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APCOM’S
ACTIVITIES
BEFORE AND
DURING
AIDS 2014
(continued)

APCOM Executive DIrector, Midnight Poonkasetwattana, presented TestBKK in the MSM pre-conference

Throughout the pre-conference, APCOM presented its wide-ranging activities in

“ knowledge exchange
between young MSM and
transgender activists and
their older counterparts
was a hallmark of the
Pre-conference ”

performing a critical role in community liaison for MSM and transgender communities;
starting from highlighting successes and challenges in rolling-out an innovative HIV
testing campaign targeted to MSM in Bangkok (Test BKK) to presenting the
community-driven and –centered tools for MSM and TG networks capacity
strengthening (Rapid Assessment Apparatus and Dissemination Plan Template) to
stressing the MSM and TG issues, particularly that of young people, faced by the
community organisations and networks in the region. All through the discussion,
APCOM observed that knowledge exchange between young MSM and transgender
activists and their older counterparts was a hallmark of the Pre-conference.
2.

Pre-conference on Social Research: Social Research and the Response to
HIV – legacy and future

APCOM presented the outcomes and work of its Knowledge Reference Group and
recommendations from its produced Scoping Paper for social research in the
Pre-conference. In the presentation, APCOM Executive Director, Midnight
Poonkasetwattana, emphasised that not only networks of MSM and transgender people
need to be rooted in the community on the ground but also must collaborate amongst
each other more effectively to link existing knowledge and share key learning. In this
respect, APCOM’s Knowledge Reference Groups serve as a key linkage to existing

“ MSM and transgender
networks are not just a
provider of data or statistics,
but also own the
information that is critical to
design relevant and
effective programmes to
serve the needs and unique
contexts in which the
networks operate ”

knowledge resources in the community.
Midnight further stressed on the fact that MSM and transgender networks are not just
a provider of data or statistics, but also own the information that is critical to design
relevant and effective programmes to serve the needs and unique contexts in which the
networks operate. APCOM’s working group on social research aims to promote the
development of a range of sociological, anthropological and ethnographic research
focusing on MSM and transgender people in the Asia and the Pacific region. APCOM is,
accordingly, planning to develop a strategic plan to take its research agenda forward
especially social research, which will underline what the priorities are for the coming
four to give years. “We need to empower the communities so that they own the
information that informs the advocacy” were the closing words by APCOM’s Executive
Director.
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APCOM’S
ACTIVITIES
BEFORE AND
DURING
AIDS 2014
(continued)

3.

Pre-Conference on Faith: Faith, Compassion and Acceptance: Addressing 		
Homophobia and HIV-related Stigma through Scripture and Spirituality

APCOM’s engagement in this Pre-Conference showcased APCOM’s aspiration to work
closely with faith leaders and faith-based organisations on HIV issues vis-à-vis MSM
and transgender communities to help sensitise faith leaders and faith-based
organisations to the stigma and discrimination faced by MSM and transgender
communities – often through the hands of faith leaders and organisations
themselves – not only in the context of HIV but in a broader context as well.  
INERELA and AINA were co-organisers of the Pre-conference. INERELA+ represents a
global network of ordained faith/religious leaders living or personally affected by HIV.
AINA represents a network of religious and faith leaders and organisations across Asia
and the Pacific. Both INERELA+ and AINA offer guidance on how to use the scriptures
to reduce and eliminate HIV-related stigma and discrimination as well as homophobia
and transphobia within a religious context.
APCOM supported the “SAVE” prevention methodology that had been used and taught
by INERELA+ for eight years and finally became available as a comprehensive toolkit.
The toolkit teaches faith leaders how to recognise and target HIV-related stigma and
discrimination, and how to reach out to marginalised populations and empower them
within the context of faith – recognising that many LGBT individuals and HIV positive
individuals are persons of faith who clamour for empathy, understanding and
acceptance by faith leaders and institutions, and that such acceptance and outreach
may actually be tremendously therapeutic.

MAIN CONFERENCE
1.

Presenting APCOM’s Latest Studies

APCOM leveraged the opportunity to push for community-owned social research to
improve HIV responses for MSM and transgender communities in Asia and the Pacific
region. Two of APCOM’s very own studies3 were presented at social research sessions
in AIDS 2014: ‘Where to from here? Identifying Priorities for Strategic Information
Development’ and the regional report on ‘MSM and HIV Counselling and Testing in Asia
and the Pacific.’
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Where to from here? Identifying priorities for strategic information development
The study found that many countries still lack MSM
and transgender-specific data, especially on HIV/STI
inidence rates. Transgender health was exceptionally
under-researched and research on non-HIV topics
such as mental health and prejudice toward MSM was
still relatively uncommon. Other issues raised by the
study included  data being collected but not published,
difficulties with definitions of subgroups of MSM and
transgender people, a reliance on cross-sectional study
design and convenience sampling and a lack of
interdisciplinary research.
The report recommends that: (1) APCOM should
engage in a logical, transparent and systematic process
to prioritise the issues raised in the report; and (2)
APCOM should outline a strategic plan for taking its
research agenda forward.
MSM and HIV Counselling and Testing in Asia and the Pacific
HIV testing is a critical component of any successful
response to the HIV epidemic. Throughout Asia
and the Pacific, evidence shows that many people
do not undergo HIV testing for fear of stigma and
discrimination. Disclosure of a person’s HIV status can
negatively impact many areas of a person’s life, such as
family relationships, status in the community and
livelihood. In some settings in the region, testing is
only available through government services such as
public hospitals or public sanitation clinics.
This can be problematic for MSM and transgender
women who fear disclosure of their identity or have
concerns about discrimination. Community-based
testing and counselling programs clearly demonstrate
that community-based approaches help reduce stigma
and discrimination, encourage greater up-take of
services, and ensure greater protection of human
rights.
The report details HCT activities in the region that
target MSM and is based on inputs from key
informants in Australia, Bangladesh, Cambodia, China,
Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia,
Mongolia, New Zealand, Pakistan, the Philippines,
Singapore, Thailand, Tonga and Vietnam, and puts
forward the following key findings:

16
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ACTIVITIES
BEFORE AND
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AIDS 2014
(continued)

Although current approaches such as direct and indirect models of outreach, HCT
service provision, client retention, support networks and strategic partnerships have
been very successful, scale-up of services is urgently needed to achieve comprehensive
service provision in the region.
The success of HCT and comprehensive service provision is dependent on the visibility,
availability, accessibility, confidentiality and affordability of services. Dependable
partnerships and collaborations with public and private organisations that effectively
offer effective treatment, care and adherence to antiretroviral therapy (ART) support
also add to the success of HCT services.
Creative and innovative outreach messages are required to attract MSM to HCT
services. These targeted messages need to be supported by the continuous upgrading
of skills among non-government and community-based staff/volunteers in areas
including professionalism and empathy, as well as technical skills. For comprehensive
service provision to be offered, the availability of funding from local governments and
international organisations must be made a priority.
The report findings were fed into the development of the WHO Consolidated Key
Population Guidelines, ensuring that the voices and experiences from grassroots
organisations are present in this key global document.
The assessment captures also the learning from the use of two new and effective tools:
Rap App and D-Plate. These two tools are used by networks and organisations in
assessing their programmatic progresses in their daily activities while providing
guidance on advocacy materials and policy analysis and how to further use them in
advocacy campaigns and messaging. The Rap App is also helpful in identifying gaps
on organisational governance, membership, communications, technical capacity and
advocacy capacity.
2.

Presenting “TestBKK” campaign

Campaign Assistant Apiwit Tibamrung presented TestBKK as a community innovation using mobile and online technology
for HIV testing

The need to rapidly increase the access to HIV and STI testing for MSM and
transgender communities in key urban centres remains a key focus for APCOM. It is in
these cities where the infection rates are alarmingly high, but many individuals still
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remain unaware of their HIV status. The “Test BKK”- campaign tries to address this
issue, especially targeting younger MSM.
With a successful launch and community mobilization APCOM generated significant
interest in the campaign; in less than a month the campaign website had attracted
approximately 35,000 page views. The four videos released on YouTube ticked over
500,000 views and received national and international media attention from nineteen
different news outlets including the Huffington Post, The Gaily Grind and Queerty.
While still in the first phase of the campaign, already APCOM received notification from
the clinics that they saw an increase in numbers of MSM testing within the services
offered by TestBKK.
The success of the TestBKK pilot – which will hopefully see the campaign rollout in
other cities – really depended on how successfully the target audience engaged with
the campaign and shared messages on social media with their peers. The involvement
of the service providers to ensure quality and stigma-free services is also essential.
The aim is to create an environment where (young) people will feel confident about
accessing testing – and when they do test, ensuring that their first time testing
experience will be a positive one.
In the longer term the campaign will need to be sustained by the involvement of the
local community organisations, as well as private sector partnerships in order to reach
other young people who may not already be connected to the HIV organisations.
The campaign is not a one-off activity for APCOM and will need to be sustained over
a period of time to build the brand recognition and trust. This sustained effort needs
adequate investment in all these areas to achieve a best result over a longer term.
The campaign was featured and discussed at the Conference and was seen as a
particularly good example of how a catchy video and the strategic use of social media
can reach the wider audience and spark behavioural change. More info on the campaign
can be found on www.testbkk.org.
3.

Presenting MSM and TG Networks’ Capacity Strengthening Initiative

The MSM and TG Networks Capacity Strengthening Initiative (MSM and TG Initiative
for brevity) is a project in partnership between APCOM and AFAO. The purpose of
this program is to foster strategic partnerships and linkages between Australia and the
Asia-Pacific Region to increase the capacity of partners to contribute to effective HIV
responses.
Within several sessions in AIDS 2014, APCOM introduced and shared the experience of
conducting the initiative. The initiative’s community-driven capacity strengthening tools
(Rapid Assessment Apparatus and Dissemination Plan Template) as well as community’s
experience on accomplishing the tools were introduced and shared during the
engagement. To complement the discussion, the technical and advocacy capacity
assessment of regional, sub-regional and national MSM and transgender
organisations and networks in the region, along with its latest analysis report, was also
brought forward.
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4.

Presenting Co-organising satellite session on the rolling out of the 2014 		
WHO Guidelines

The World Health Organisation formally launched its 2014 Consolidated Guidelines for
HIV prevention, Diagnosis, Treatment and Care for Key Populations in Asia Pacific at AIDS
2014. The Guidelines aim to accelerate access to HIV testing, treatment and retention
in care among MSM and transgender people in the region.
APCOM served as a key partner to support the roll-out of these guidelines via its civil
society partners across APCOM’s sub-regions and countries. A briefing note to help
MSM and transgender communities understand the guidelines better has been
developed by APCOM. Community survey assessing the feedback from the community
regarding the guidelines’ roll out will also be conducted.
In partnership with WHO and UNAIDS, APCOM organised a satellite session on the
rolling out of the Guidelines. APCOM and YVC members participated as panellists in
the session. Experiences and lessons learnt in community engagement and leadership
were shared to improve further the roll out of the Guidelines.
5.

Co-organising satellite session: “Faith, Compassion and Acceptance:
Addressing Homophobia and HIV-related Stigma through Scripture and
Spirituality”

Despite the very real medical and scientific progress that is being made to more
effectively prevent, diagnose and treat HIV, stigma and discrimination constantly
undermine these remarkable efforts. APCOM is strengthening its own efforts to work
with a range of societal leaders and influencers including faith leaders and faith-based
organisations to combat discrimination and stigma based on religious beliefs, values and
norms. In AIDS 2014, continuing the advocacy made in the Pre-Conference in the same
topic, APCOM partnered with INERELA+ and AINA to host a satellite inter-faith session
that strengthened the call for engaging those faith leaders who advocate that religious
scriptures teach us to be compassionate, non-judgmental and accept everyone else in
totality without prejudice.
APCOM’s 2013 discussion paper on “Islam, sexual diversity and access to health
services” was disseminated within this satellite session.
More info can be found here.
6.

Co-organising press conference: “The Future of Rectal Microbicide STI
Prevention in Asia and the Pacific”

APCOM partnered with RIHES, IRMA, AVAC, the AIDS Society of India CNS to
co-organise a press conference session that presents a report on research articles to
develop safe and effective new HIV and anal STIs prevention options with the use of
rectal microbicides. Thirty media representatives attended the press conference.
RIHES is currently conducting the only phase II rectal microbicides study in Asia and
the Pacific in Thailand. APCOM strongly believes scientific research should go along
side social, behavioural and translational research to develop safe and effective new
HIV and anal STIs prevention options. The report released by CNS compiles scientific
articles based upon interviews conducted with rectal microbicide study participants,
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key researchers, counsellors and nurses. Some articles that were published following
the press conference can be found here and here.

DISCUSSION ON THE FUNDING ISSUE
APCOM with partners such as AFAO and APCASO leveraged upon a myriad of
opportunities around AIDS 2014 not only to further up the decibels for raising
sustainable funding of HIV responses for MSM and transgender people, but also to
better understand the financing of HIV responses for these communities, domestic and
international donor funding ratios, and what it means for the CBOs in terms of utilising
opportunities such as the new funding model of the Global Fund. Ways and strategies
to shift towards greater domestic HIV investments in different countries in the region
was a key agenda during these discussions.
At the GFAN Networking Zone’s session “Towards
Increased Domestic Financing of the HIV Response
in Asia and the Pacific – Realities and Possibilities”,
APCOM presented the discussion paper “The state of
investment in HIV prevention for MSM in Asia and the
Pacific” which noted that MSM in Asia and the Pacific
were disproportionately affected by HIV. Once thought
of as “hidden” MSM HIV epidemics are now— due to a
surge in the available evidence—increasingly recognised
as the strategic top priority for ending HIV in Asia and
the Pacific.
Although investment in HIV programs for MSM has
increased over the past several years in countries
across the region, this progress is not shared equally
among countries, and in many of the countries for
which data are available, the share of new infections
that are due to sex between men still outpaces
the share of HIV prevention spending that targets
MSM. Evidence on this issue is important not only for
national strategic planning, but also for shaping how
communities and institutions advocate for change.
Recent data speak volumes about the urgent need
to invest in targeted HIV programmes for MSM and
for the leaders in the various countries to finance
programmes and community organisations of MSM.
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Representative of Youth Voices Count presented the study about self-stigma among young people living with and affected by HIV

APCOM supported YVC, a network of young MSM and transgender people, to
participate and organise activities before and during the AIDS 2014. The young leaders
spoke in plenaries, sessions, symposiums, formal conference panels, talk-show style
interactive forums, and workshops; got interviewed by media and led other advocacy
initiatives to ensure that youth specific issues were not forgotten in discourses related
to MSM and transgender communities.
The youth leaders brought a range of specific issues forward, which all required a
different response. APCOM invested in strengthening the youth voice in order for the
young leaders to advocate and voice their own issues.

“ Self-stigma was one
of the most pressing
issues brought forward
by the youth activists
at AIDS 2014 ”

Self-stigma was one of the most pressing issues brought forward by the youth
activists at AIDS 2014. Self-stigma is often a neglected and formidable barrier in
accessing existing health care services. YVC’s latest study on self-stigma finds that in
addition to external deterrents, young MSM and transgender people also face unique
self-stigma issues; particularly low self-esteem and self-confidence, which bars and
hinders them from accessing designated healthcare and HIV services.
Adding to this, there is the lack of testing centres that cater to the needs of young
MSM and young transgender people. When self-stigma or shame seeps in, it pushes
people into depression, aggression, self-harm, addictions or even suicide. HIV-related
stigma and discrimination in the community further escalates self-stigma. Young MSM
and transgender people shared during AIDS 2014 their personal experiences of
external and internalised stigma.
APCOM and YVC utilised several opportunities at the AIDS 2014 to raise awareness
about and call for a programmatic response to addressing self-stigma among young
MSM and transgender people. YCV initiated discussions on building more friendly
services to encourage demand for young people as well as promote its “Loud & Proud”
campaign. Last, but not least, YVC also presented case studies to increase HIV
testing among youth in Thailand by using innovative, youth and community friendly and
relevant tools and messages.
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For an overview of all APCOM’s and YVC’s sessions at the AIDS 2014 please refer to
annex 2.
AFAO’S AUSTRALIA AWARDS FELLOWSHIP (AAF) PROGRAMME:
“STRENGTHENING HIV/AIDS CIVIL SOCIETY POLICY AND ADVOCACY
CAPACITY IN ASIA AND THE PACIFIC”

(continued)

AAF participants learning the principles of LGBT rights advocacy

This capacity development program aims to strengthen community-based capacity for
advocacy to promote sustained investment for HIV responses, political commitments
and investment in HIV responses. The program particularly targets AFAO and its
international program members such as APCASO and APCOM, as they play a lead role
in facilitating community systems strengthening around policy and advocacy for HIV
responses in Asia and the Pacific.
Administered by DFAT, the AAF program aimed to develop leadership, address priority
regional development issues, and build partnerships and links between Australian
organisations and partner organisations in Asia and the Pacific. Another aim was to
develop the skills and knowledge of current and aspiring leaders in priority areas to
provide support in advancing key regional policy objectives and increase institutional
capacity of partner countries.
Twenty five community advocates from APCOM and the community partners joined
the AAF program. The programme was organised into four main activity areas: specific
tailored learning sessions, the joint ASHM (Australian Society for HIV Medicine)
leadership and mentoring program, participation in the conference and
pre-conferences, and the post program follow up support to see if the learning of the
leaders is being translated into skills.
AAF provided focused learning on building specific skills in advocacy, human rights
and social media focused on community issues and strengthening the skills of key
MSM and TG advocates and networks in Asia and Pacific. This would support them to
engage more effectively and knowledgeably with national governments, health service
providers and other stakeholders. The end result would be the scale-up and increased
accessibility of services for MSM and TG around HIV and health. The AAF would
also support increased advocacy around human rights protections for MSM and TG
communities in the region.
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Midnight Poonkasetwattana, the Executive Director of APCOM, emphasised the broad
benefits he saw resulting from the AAF, particularly with regard to the way APCOM
would be equipped to respond to challenges:
‘APCOM believes in working in partnerships to contribute to an effective response to
HIV for key populations such as MSM and transgender people because an effective
response is a well-coordinated response. AFAO provides coordination and support to
APCOM to jointly implement an AAF program aiming to strengthen civil society-led
advocacy and leadership.
The AAF fits in with one of APCOM’s four Strategic Results – to build a cadre of
advocates by investing in emerging leaders and community advocates. This is crucial
to be able to keep our rights-based and evidenced-based programming to be
responsive to the current needs of the changing socialization of our communities in
a highly digitalised and globalised world, and also the challenges that we continue to
face for our communities to be an equal partner in the response.’
MEDIA ENGAGEMENT
APCOM partnered with CNS for onsite in-depth and thematic coverage of MSM and
transgender related activities in AIDS 2014 and its publication and syndication of news
articles in print and online media as well social media channels. CNS was chosen as a
media partner because CNS was well known for its documentation of key population’s
voices, especially at regional and global conferences.
In AIDS 2014, CNS conducted interviews with 16 MSM and transgender leaders from
11 countries (Bangladesh, Cambodia, Fiji, India, Indonesia, Laos, Myanmar, Pakistan,
Papua New Guinea, Tonga and Vietnam).
News articles based upon the interviews and session proceedings were published
by CNS and through CNS Syndication Service in the affiliated media throughout and
beyond the region, such as the Asian Tribune; Viva Lanka, Sri Lanka; Weekly Blitz,
Bangladesh; Bangla Times, Bangladesh; Asian Sentinel; South Asian Mail; Pakistan
Christian Post; Brunei Times, Brunei Darussalam; Modern Ghana News; South African
Broadcasting Corporation (SABC); World News Network (WNN); Elites TV, USA; Bihar
and Jharkhand News Service (BJNS); Media For Freedom, Nepal; News Blaze, USA; The
Mangalorean; The Seoul Times; the Hindustan Times (HT) Syndication; among others.
SOCIAL MEDIA ENGAGEMENT
As not everyone from the MSM and transgender communities in Asia and the Pacific
region could attend the conference, APCOM facilitated a range of mechanisms before
the AIDS 2014 began in Melbourne for those attending and not attending the
conference to ensure that all voices could be heard.
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Prior to the conference, the hashtag #StepUp4MSM as well as the @apcom and @

CONCLUSION

APCOM is proud with its proactive participation and engagement in and around AIDS

YVC_Official handles were promoted alongside APCOM’s own guide to use Twitter.
About 614 tweets were tweeted and nearly half a million twitter impressions were
reached during the conference.
An overview of the media engagement of APCOM during the AIDS 2014 can be found
in annex 3.

(continued)

2014. The voices of marginalised MSM and transgender people were advocated. The
key issues were brought forward. The promise to leave nobody behind was reaffirmed.
APCOM recognises the role of AIDS 2014 in providing a unique opportunity for those
working in the field of HIV, as well as policy makers, persons living with HIV and other
individuals committed to ending the epidemic to share learning, ideas and experience.
Throughout both pre-conference and main conference, APCOM delivered its
commitment to share its knowledge and research excellence with industry, business,
the public sector and the community. At the same time, APCOM was also able to gain,
explore and propagate new insights and other mutually beneficial exchange with the
fellow delegates.  Being proactive and innovative in conducting a session, supported by
a dedicated and intense media campaign to gear up the interest, participation and
reflection upon the conducted activities, will remain a key element in APCOM’s
involvement in the upcoming regional and global conferences.
Taking into account APCOM’s participation and observation in AIDS 2014, APCOM
recognises the prominence of community’s unique and distinct voices for the follow-up
regional and global conferences. In order to arrive at an inclusive and sustainable HIV
response agenda, it is more crucial than ever to further explore and advocate for
community’s priority, particularly that of young people, for the future. APCOM strives
to discuss and advocate future development goals relating to HIV by bringing the voices
of the community into the conversation. The issues that the community face should
never fall of the agendas in the regional and global field of HIV and AIDS work and
financing.
APCOM is looking forward to the next engagement at the 2015 IAS Conference on
HIV Pathogenesis, Treatment and Prevention in Vancouver, Canada as well as the next
International AIDS Conference in Durban, South Africa, in 2016.
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APCOM’s strong presentation and activities at and around AIDS 2014 in Melbourne
would not have been possible without the partnering, support and input from many
of our sponsors, supporters and colleagues. We would like to specifically extend our
thanks to:
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“NOBODY LEFT BEHIND”

AIDS 2014 THE MELBOURNE
DECLARATION

We gather in Melbourne, the traditional meeting place of the Wurundjeri,
Boonerwrung, Taungurong, Djajawurrung and the Wathaurung people, the original and
enduring custodians of the lands that make up the Kulin Nation, to assess progress on
the global HIV response and its future direction, at the 20th International AIDS
Conference, AIDS 2014.
We, the signatories and endorsers of this Declaration, affirm that non-discrimination is
fundamental to an evidence-based, rights-based and gender transformative response to
HIV and effective public health programmes.
To defeat HIV and achieve universal access to HIV prevention, treatment, care and
support – nobody should be criminalized or discriminated against because of their
gender, age, race, ethnicity, disability, religious or spiritual beliefs, country of origin,
national status, sexual orientation, gender identity, status as a sex worker, prisoner or
detainee, because they use or have used illicit drugs or because they are living with HIV.
We affirm that all women, men, transgender and intersex adults and children are
entitled to equal rights and to equal access to HIV prevention, care and treatment
information and services.  The promotion of gender equity is essential to HIV responses
that truly meet the needs of those most affected.  Additionally, people who sell or who
have sold sex, and people who use, or who have used illicit drugs are entitled to the
same rights as everyone else, including non-discrimination and confidentiality in access
to HIV care and treatment services.
We express our shared and profound concern at the continued enforcement of
discriminatory, stigmatising, criminalizing and harmful laws which lead to policies and
practices that increase vulnerability to HIV. These laws, policies, and practices incite
extreme violence towards marginalised populations, reinforce stigma and undermine
HIV programmes, and as such are significant steps backward for social justice,
equality, human rights and access to health care for both people living with HIV and
those people most at risk of acquiring the virus.
In over 80 countries, there are unacceptable laws that criminalize people on the basis of
sexual orientation. All people, including lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex
people are entitled to the same rights as everyone else.  All people are born free and
equal and are equal members of the human family.
Health providers who discriminate against people living with HIV or groups at risk of
HIV infection or other health threats, violate their ethical obligations to care for and
treat people impartially.
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We therefore call for the immediate and unified opposition to these discriminatory
and stigmatising practices and urge all parties to take a more equitable and effective
approach through the following actions:
•

Governments must repeal repressive laws and end policies that reinforce

discriminatory and stigmatising practices that increase the vulnerability to HIV, while
also passing laws that actively promote equality.
•

Decision makers must not use international health meetings or conferences

as a platform to promote discriminatory laws and policies that undermine health and
wellbeing.
•

The exclusion of organisations that promote intolerance and discrimination

including sexism, homophobia, and transphobia against individuals or groups, from
donor funding for HIV programmes.
•

All healthcare providers must demonstrate the implementation of

non-discriminatory policies as a prerequisite for future HIV programme funding.
•

Restrictions on funding, such as the anti-prostitution pledge and the ban on

purchasing needles and syringes, must be removed as they actively impede the struggle
to combat HIV, sexually transmitted infections, and hepatitis C among sex workers and
people who inject drugs.
•

Advocacy by all signatories to this Declaration for the principles of inclusion,

non-criminalization, non-discrimination, and tolerance.
In conclusion we reaffirm our unwavering commitment to fairness, to universal access
to health care and treatment services, and to support the inherent dignity and rights
of all human beings. All people are entitled to the rights and protections afforded by
international human rights frameworks.
An end to AIDS is only possible if we overcome the barriers of criminalization, stigma
and discrimination that remain key drivers of the epidemic.
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MEDIA OVERVIEW
a) Media release
http://www.apcom.org/apcom-20th-international-aids-conference-melbourne
b) Radio
Building skills for change in Asia’s MSM community
http://aids2014.joy.org.au/2014/07/23/building-skills-for-change-in-asias-msm-community/
Midnight Poonkasetwattana from APCOM (Asia-Pacific Coalition on Male Sexual
Health) speaks with JOY 94.9’s Matt McDonell on their efforts to build skills and
empower grass roots health and advocacy organisations across Asia and the Pacific.
With their particular focus on men who have sex with men (MSM), Midnight discusses
condom distribution, social media, the new World Health Organisation guidelines and
the provocative Test BKK promotional campaign.
c) Written media
•

Asia Sentinel:
http://www.asiasentinel.com/society/religious-leaders-seek-cope-aids/

•

Asian Tribune:
http://www.asiantribune.com/node/83826

•

Bihar and Jharkhand News Service (BJNS):
http://www.biharandjharkhand.com/news/articles/bobbyramakant260714.htm

•

ITPC:
https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/internationaltreatmentpreparedness/con
versations/topics/24786

•

e-Pao, Manipur:
http://e-pao.net/epSubPageExtractor.asp?src=education.Health_Issue.Drug_		
Awareness_Education.Research_study_to_test_anti-HIV_gel_for_gay_men_and_
transgenders_commences_in_Chiang_Mai

•

Hindustan Times syndication:
http://htsyndication.com/htsportal/article/Stigma-blocks-access-to-care-for-		
young-gays-and-transgenders/5255971

•

South Asian Outlook:
http://www.southasianoutlook.com/index.php/issue/2014/august-2014/973-donot-be-a-statistic-but-own-the-information

•

Pakistan Christian Post:
http://www.pakistanchristianpost.com/viewarticles.php?editorialid=2097

•

Viva Lanka, Sri Lanka:
http://www.vivalanka.com/newspage/692581ai-homophobia-choice-homosexual
ity-inter-faith-message

•

News Blaze, Australia:
http://newsblaze.com/story/20140723055421rama.nb/topstory.html
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•

Media for Freedom, Nepal:
http://mediaforfreedom.com/readarticle.php?AID=18467

•

Mangalorean, India:
http://www.mangalorean.com/news.php?newstype=local&newsid=497380

•

Modern Ghana:
http://www.modernghana.com/news/557654/1/homophobia-is-a-choice-nothomosexuality-inter-fai.html

d) Photographs:
Press conference at AIDS 2014 co-organised by APCOM, CNS and partners:
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.802210939822922.1073741859.13894
9669482389&type=3
Other images:
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.799119710132045.1073741857.13894
9669482389&type=3
f) Twitter guide:
http://apcom.org/sites/default/files/tw13_aids2014_090714-2.pdf1

REFERENCE

In this report, ‘men who have sex with men’ or MSM refers to all men who engage in
homosexual behaviour, inclusive of the large variety of settings and contexts in which
male-to-male sex takes place, across multiple motivations for engaging in sex,
self-identified sexualities and gender identities, and various identifications with any
particular community.
2

Transgender’ or TG is an umbrella term for persons whose gender identity and

expression does not conform to norms and expectations traditionally associated with
their sex assigned at birth. Transgender people in Asia and the Pacific region have
many names, and many identify as transgender, female, male, trans woman, or trans
man, transsexual, cross-dresser, big-ender, or one of many other transgender identities.
Transgender people may express their genders in a variety of masculine, feminine, and
androgynous ways.
The studies were developed by APCOM’s Knowledge Reference Group, which

3

comprises of key researchers and academics who focus on MSM and transgender
HIV-related research across Asia and the Pacific and has supported a number of
important studies and initiatives in recent years.

Equity. Dignity. Social Justice.

We are united in our courage to
advocacy issues that affect the lives
of men who have sex with men and
transgender people, including HIV,
rights, health and well being.
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