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The 21st International AIDS Conference, one of the largest health conferences in the world, closed on 22nd July 2016.  
As Executive Director of an Asia Pacific regional network for MSM, I left the conference with some hope, pride of 
APCOM’s engagement and work in the conference, but also some deep concerns. 

The conference was concluded with the call to urgently scale up quality HIV prevention programmes for people left 
behind by the AIDS response. Throughout the conference, the prevailing sentiment was that much progress had been 
made since the AIDS 2000 conference, which was also held in Durban, but that we need to reject complacency and 
ensure that action is taken to pursue the Fast-Track targets in order to make Ending AIDS as a public health threat by 
2030 a reality. It is a call that we as APCOM completely support.

Looking at the epidemic in Asia and the Pacific, MSM and other key populations are left behind in the response. 
The number of people infected, especially young people, is rising, while investments are declining. It is this figure 
that concerns me the most. While we can end AIDS and know how to reach the community, we lack the resources 
to effectively do so. This might take the epidemic out of control again in the region, which would be completely 
unacceptable, given the advances and gains made over the last decades. APCOM will therefore focus its advocacy 
efforts on increased investments in the region, now more than ever, and further investments in community-led 
programmes and projects.

A great example is the Changing Gears guide, a collaboration between UNAIDS and APCOM and launched in Durban. 
The document serves as a resource tool for a new wave of community-led advocacy efforts to bring down structural 
barriers, such as stigma, discrimination, violence and legal persecution, which still affect the access of gay men and 
other MSM to essential HIV services in many countries in the region.

Another example that can really turn the tide in our region is the updated WHO Consolidated Guidelines on HIV 
Prevention, Diagnosis, Treatment and Care for Key Populations, launched in Durban, in pacing up the research agenda 
for PrEP. Increasing PrEP Awareness and creating appropriate demand is a crucial innovation in the HIV response, as 
also was concluded in APCOM’s regional PrEP consultation in 2015, but we need to support the community in PrEP 
advocacy and messaging to create awareness and demand. 

And I was proud that APCOM, next to our involvement in 17 conference sessions, and launch in Durban our new 
partnership with France’s 5% Initiative. This project will implement in the coming 3 years on research, capacity 
strengthening and advocacy activities addressing the epidemic among young gay men and other MSM in the 
Greater Mekong countries. First results of this exciting partnership we will showcase in our engagements in the next 
International AIDS Conference in 2018 in Amsterdam, The Netherlands. In Amsterdam we hope to hear that we are 
on track to reach the Fast-Track targets, globally and in our region. Let’s work jointly towards this goal over the coming 
two years!

Foreword by the Executive Director
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AFAO 

AIDS 

AIDS 2016 

AINA 

APCASO 

APN+ 

APNSW 

APTN 

CBO 

CCM 

CDC 

CMTHF 

CSRH 

CSS 

DFAT 

FHI360 

FSW 

FTM 

GFATM 

HCT 

HIV 

Hivos 

HLM 

IAS 

ICAAP 

ICT 

ICCPR 

ICD 

Australian Federation of AIDS Organisations 

Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome 

The 21st International AIDS Conference 

Asian Interfaith Network on AIDS 

Asia Pacific Council of AIDS Organisations 

Asia Pacific Network of Positive People 

Asia Pacific Network of Sex Workers 

Asia Pacific Transgender Network 

community-based organisations 

Country Coordinating Mechanism 

Centers for Disease Control 

China Male Tongzhi Health Forum 

Centre for Social Research in Health, UNSW, Sydney, Australia  

Community System Strengthening 

Australian Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade 

Family Health International 

female sex worker(s)

female-to-male 

Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria 

HIV Counselling and Testing 

Human Immunodeficiency Virus 

Humanist Institute for Cooperation with Developing Countries, Ned-

herlands  

high level meeting 

International AIDS Society 

International Congress on AIDS in Asia and the Pacific 

Information Communication Technology 

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 

International Statistical Classification of Diseases and Related

1. Abbreviations
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ICESCR 

INERELA+ 

 

INFOSEM 

INGO 

IRMA 

ISEAN 

LGBT 

MSM 

MSMGF 

MSW 

NGO 

NZAF 

PLHIV 

PSDN 

PSI 

SOGI 

SRS 

STD 

STI 

TG 

UN  

UNAIDS 

UNDP

UNESCO 

VCT 

WHO 

WHO-SEARO 

  WHO-WPRO

 YVC

International Covenant on Economic Social and Cultural Rights 

International, interfaith network of religious leaders who are living 

with or personally affected by HIV 

India Network for Sexual Minorities 

International Non-Govermental Organisation 

the International Rectal Microbicides Advocates 

Insular South-East Asia Network 

Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender 

men who have sex with men 

Global Forum on MSM and HIV 

male sex worker(s) 

non-govermental organisation 

New Zealand AIDS Foundation 

people living with hiv 

Pacific Sexual Diversity Network 

Population Services International 

sexual orientation and gender indentity 

Sexual reassignment surgery 

sexually transmitted diseases 

sexually transmitted infections 

transgender people 

the United Nations 

Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS 

United Nations Develoment Programme 

United National Educational, Scientific and Cultural 

Organisation 

voluntary counselling and testing 

World Health Organisation 

World Health Organisation-South-East Asia Regional Office 

World Health Organisation-Western Pacific Regional Office  

Youth Voices Count 

  In this report, ‘men who 
have sex with men’ or MSM 
refers to all men who engage 
in homosexual behaviour, 
inclusive of the large variety 
of settings and contexts in 
which male-to-male sex 
takes place, across multiple 
motivations for engaging in 
sex, self-identified sexualities 
and gender identities, and 
various identifications with 
any particular community. 

  ‘Transgender’ or TG is an 
umbrella term for persons 
whose gender identity and 
expression does not conform 
to norms and expectations 
traditionally associated with 
their sex assigned at birth. 
Transgender people in Asia 
and the Pacific region have 
many names, and many 
identify as transgender, 
female, male, trans woman, 
or trans man, transsexual, 
cross-dresser, big-ender, or 
one of many other transgender 
identities. Transgender people 
may express their genders in a 
variety of masculine, feminine, 
and androgynous ways. 

  1

  1

  2

  2
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Founded in 2007, APCOM is a coalition of members – governments, UN partners, 
non-profits and community-based organisations – from Asia and the Pacific. 
APCOM represents a diverse range of stakeholders, with a variety of interests, 
working together to advocate for and to highlight and prioritise issues around 
HIV and AIDS that affect the lives of MSM and transgender people, including 
rights, health and well-being.

APCOM shares a vision of improved male sexual health in Asia and the Pacific 
through increased investment, coverage and quality of sexual health services for 
our communities. 

Whilst male-to-male sex is relatively common in Asia and the Pacific, male sexual 
health is a neglected area of public health. In our Region, HIV transmission 
through male-to-male sex continues to increase. Scientific models predict that 
by 2015, half of all new infections will constitute among those of men who have 
sex with men (MSM). This is especially true in major cities where double digit HIV 
prevalence among MSM is common. And the rate of new infections shows no 
sighs of declining. 

The sexual health of MSM and transgender people is closely related to the 
stigma and discrimination among the society. Stigma around homosexuality and 
alternative gender identities persists in families, communities, health service 
providers, workplace, academic institutions and the society at large. The stigma, 
particularly when acted out in any form of discrimination, seriously impedes the 
accessibility and quality of health care and other social services.

About APCOM

Vision
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Strategic Goals

Advocacy for sexual health services for our communities: Engaging health 
policy makers, programme planners and service providers to scale up service 
delivery. 

Advocacy for an enabling environment for sexual health and supportive 
policies: Engaging policy makers and law enforcers to reduce barriers to 
services. 

Generating, gathering and sharing strategic information for advocacy: 
Ensuring that our advocacy is evidence-based and that relevant research 
findings are made available/accessible to advocates.   

Building a cadre of advocates at all levels: Investing in emerging leaders 
and supporting current community advocates.

• 

• 

• 

•

In order to achieve our goal of improved male sexual health through advocacy, 
APCOM shall employ four core strategies:

APCOM performs a critical role in community liaison, brining communities and 
a wide variety of stakeholders together. We review and track the degree of 
inclusion of MSM and HIV issues in the national AIDS plans for different countries 
as well as monitor the violation of human rights of MSM and transgender people. 

We work with MSM and HIV community networks and organisations by offering 
support and mentorship, and technical expertise. We advocate for qualitative 
research and extensive studies, which help policy makers and service providers 
in their work. As a community of excellence, we emphasize the importance of 
sharing data and insights to build capacity, knowledge and recognition. 

At our core, we are on a mission to shift attitudes and sensitise society to the 
needs of our diverse and vibrant community. Together, we are sharing knowledge 
and real-life stories that support and promote the sexual orientation and gender 
identity rights of MSM and transgender people.

Activities
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The biennial International AIDS Conference is the premier meeting where 
science, leadership and community meet for advancing all facets of our collective 
efforts to treat and prevent HIV. Gathering in Durban, South Africa from July 
16th to 22nd, scientists, policymakers, world leaders, and people living with 
HIV will discuss together successes and challenges specific to that country and 
the current global epidemic trends. The expected 18,000 delegates will share 
best practices, lessons learned and develop new strategies and collaborations 
towards ending AIDS. 

Photo credit: International AIDS Society

About the AIDS 2016 Conference
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Bringing together the world’s experts to advance knowledge about HIV, 
present new research findings, and promote and enhance scientific and 
community collaborations around the world;

Promoting HIV responses that are supported by and tailored to the needs 
of at risk populations or people living with HIV, including women and girls, 
men who have sex with men (MSM), transgender people, sex workers, young 
people, and people who use drugs (PWUD);

Promoting activism and community mobilisation that holds leaders, 
industry, and governments accountable and increases their commitment to 
an evidence-based, human rights affirming HIV and AIDS response;

Advancing a clear agenda for HIV in a post-2015 framework, including the 
cross-cutting issues of criminalisation, gender-based violence, sexual and 
reproductive health, rights, and stigma and discrimination that keep people 
living with HIV at the center of the HIV response;

Building innovative partnerships with businesses, community, government, 
and science to strengthen HIV prevention and treatment efforts.

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5.

AIDS 2016 aims to reinvigorate the response to HIV and AIDS by:

With the theme “Access Equity Rights Now”, the 21st International AIDS 
Conference (AIDS 2016) in Durban, South Africa, aims to draw attention to the 
communities and key populations who are being left behind and reinvigorate the 
response to HIV and AIDS. The theme calls for a collective effort to reach the 
key population who still lack access to HIV services, and further strengthen the 
commitment to change the course of the HIV epidemic. 
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    https://unaids-ap.org/the-asia-
pacific-epidemic/

As of 2014, there were 380,000 new HIV infections recorded in Asia and the 
Pacific. Most of these new infections are among men who are having sex with 
men (MSM) and transgender people. While the data is following a downward 
trend, there is actually a 3% increase of new infections between 2010 and 
2014. It is also noteworthy that HIV infections expanding rapidly among MSM 
and transgender people in urban areas across the region.  Despite the recorded 
acceleration, the Region is witnessing a decline of HIV funding and a decrease 
of commitment to scale up innovative HIV responses. Countries in the Region 
are moving towards Middle Income classification and, thus, will be ineligible 
to receive grants. However, rates of HIV infection and discrimination against 
MSM and transgender are prevalent in these countries. UNAIDS reports that 3 
out of 5 MSM and transgender do not know their HIV status, hence, scale up is 
necessary towards prevention and testing. These facts are unmistakable signs 
that communities and key populations in Asia and the Pacific are left behind in 
the global response to HIV.

APCOM Engagements

From left to right: Kevin Rebe (Anova Health), APCOM Executive Director Midnight Poonkasetwattana, Sir Elton John, Gift Trapence 
(Centre for the Development of People) and George Ayala (MSMGF).

  3

  3
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However, AIDS 2016 comes at an especially critical time as global HIV funding are 
shrinking and the 2016 Political Declaration on Ending AIDS failed to adequately 
acknowledge the ongoing crisis across key populations including MSM. As the 
world convened for the AIDS 2016, APCOM took the opportunity to issue a 
plea and a warning.  A plea to donors and the UN systems alike to sustain and 
strengthen the collective efforts to truly bring an end to AIDS, as envisioned by 
UNAIDS and others in bold statements and pledges – and a warning that all our 
work could be nullified unless we capitalise on the hard-won gains made in recent 
years, and convert political indifference and diminishing budgets into renewed 
commitment and action.

In a nutshell, APCOM’s engagement in AIDS 2016 can be viewed at our online 
“AIDS 2016” webpage. A specific page showcasing detailed engagement of our 
Executive Director during the Conference was also created. We also promoted 
the Second Durban Declaration, which calls for AIDS 2016 to bring together key 
scientific advances and political commitment, including financial resources, to 
end AIDS. The Second Durban Declaration calls for:

Video message from APCOM 
Executive Director Midnight 

Pooonkasettana for AIDS 
2016, addressing HIV 

disparities in Asia-Pacific and 
how we can work to change the 

epidemic in the region

Renew commitment and advocate for political will of governments to 
increase domestic financing on HIV and create an enabling environment 
for MSM and transgender people (Strategic Goals 1 and 2);

Advocate and introduce innovative HIV prevention and testing 
methods at a country level (Strategic Goal 1);

a. 

b. 

Promote HIV responses in Asia and the Pacific that are supported by and 
tailored to the needs of the community and key affected population including 
young MSM and young transgender people (Strategic Goals 1 and 3);

Promote community mobilisation in Asia and the Pacific that holds leaders 
and government accountable and increase their commitment to an evidence- 
and human rights-based HIV response (Strategic Goal 4);

Establish new partnerships, and strengthen existing ones, between 
community and technical partners to:

1. 

2. 

3. 

The following are APCOM’s objectives in AIDS 2016 engagements, which also 
reflect the purposes of the conference itself:
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Ensure access to ARV for all people living with HIV;

Scale up modern combination HIV prevention packages including Pre 
Exposure Prophylaxes;

Treat and manage co-infections and co-morbidities; 

Amplify research efforts for a vaccine and cure; and 

Optimize implementation research.

Focus on Key Population within and across various HIV epidemic scenarios; 

Address gender inequality and empower young women and girls; 

Challenge laws, policies and practices that stigmatise and discriminate 
against people living with HIV (PLHIV) and key population (KP); 

Increase investment in civil society and community-lead responses; 

Enhance capacity of frontline and healthcare workers.

1. 

2. 

3. 

4.  

5. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4.  

5. 

A Focus on 5 Key Scientific Advances:

Addressing 5 key Stuctural Barriers:

AIDS 2016 is APCOM 5th time 
to engage in the International 
AIDS Conference

A total of 17 Sessions was 
organized by APCOM and/or 
included APCOM’s staff as a 
panellist/facilitator

APCOM’s sessions were 
live streamed via APCOM’s 
Facebook page and can now 
be watched at our AIDS 2016 
video playlist

A total of 757 home audiences 
watched APCOM’s live streams

At least 600 people visited 
APCOM’s booth at the Global 
Village

A total of 700 copies of seven 
different APCOM knowledge 
publications were disseminated

At least 200 participants 
attended APCOM’s sessions 
and workshop

SNAPSHOT
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To sytematise the effort in reaching the objective of the engagement at AIDS 2016, 
APCOM created a working group consisting selected few staff from each unit. The 
working group focused on the design and strategy of the overall engagement, and 
ensured that APCOM showcased its successes and lessons learned within the 
conference. It is also responsible in identifying other opportunities for advocacy. 

The working group took a three-dimensional approach in designing the AIDS 
2016 engagement. It initiated different levels of coordination within APCOM’s 
Board and Secretariat, the MSM and transgender community, and the global and 
regional bodies (see the figure below). Read below to further understand each 
level of coordination.

5.1. Secretariat Working Group

Figure 1. The 3 dimensional scope of APCOM AIDS 2016 Working Group
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APCOM has initiated the discussions, through emails and personal participation 
at meetings, with the Global Village and Youth Programme Committee. This is 
to ensure that there are substantial programs and activities profiling MSM and 
transgender organised at the GVYP. APCOM’s aim for the GVYP is to showcase 
milestones from different projects and to raise the issues prevalent in Asia and 
the Pacific, which are the steadily rising HIV incidence rate among MSM, declining 
investments on HIV, and limited capacity building programs.

The working group provided relevant updates on International AIDS Conference 
to the MSM and transgender communities at the country level. These updates 
included MSM and transgender focused or related symposia, the accepted 
abstracts from the communities, Pre-Conference and AIDS Conference 
announcements and opportunities for participation, and APCOM-organised 
sessions and activities. 

The working group ensured that APCOM’s sessions for the Pre-Conference 
highlight the programmatic needs that address the rights and demands of gay 
men, bisexual men and other men who have sex with men. The working group also 
coordinated with invited guests and panel members from UNDP and UNAIDS to 
provide more information on the necessity to design HIV programs which are 
based on local country contexts. 

One of the working group’s task is to work with other organisations or networks 
in organising or facilitating sessions for the AIDS 2016. These organisations may 
be global, regional or country organisations who aims at highlighting the MSM 
issues, financing and HIV prevalence in Asia and the Pacific.

5.1.1 Global and Regional Coordination

5.1.2 Community Engagements

Global Village and Youth Programme (GVYP) Committee

Global Forum on MSM and HIV (MSMGF) Pre-Conference

Exploring partnerships
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5.1.3. Engagement with APCOM board 
             and secretariat

The AIDS working group sought for the Board’s advice in designing the 
engagements for the Conference to make sure that APCOM’s sessions and 
activities are strategic and responds to the pressing issues of the MSM and 
transgender community. The Board members and the Regional Advisory Group 
Members has also assisted in identifying potential speakers for sessions and 
guests for the off-site Reception.

The internal coordination within the APCOM secretariat was also managed by 
the working group. The coordination ensured effective logistical arrangements 
for publications and other materials, planning of the sessions and other activities, 
registration with AIDS 2016, and the cost-effectivity of the available budget for 
booths, symposia, and workshops.

APCOM Board, Regional Advisory Group and Working Groups

Secretariat – to ensure that activities in the IAC are well coordinated
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    By 2020, 90% of all people 
living with HIV will know 

their HIV status, 90% of all 
people with diagnosed HIV 

infection will receive sustained 
antiretroviral therapy, and 
90% of all people receiving 
antiretroviral therapy will 

have viral suppression. 
Learn more at http://www.
unaids.org/en/resources/

documents/2014/90-90-90.

AIDS 2016 is taking a new approach to the traditional pre-conferences, offering a 
more prescribed pre-conference programme to augment the delegate experience. 
For the first time, a selected group of independently organized pre-conference 
meetings was held within the main conference venue over the weekend of 16 
and 17 July, immediately preceding AIDS 2016. The official pre-conferences 
represent a diversity of scientific, technical and community interests. Each of 
these meetings were independently organized, and APCOM was excited to be 
delivering session in some of these pre-conferences. 

5.2. Pre-Conference

Hosted by The Global Forum on MSM and HIV (MSMGF, AIDS 2016’s MSM 
Pre-Conference is titled Action + Access: Rights and Demands of Gay and Bisexual 
Men in the Global HIV Response.  The MSM pre-conference provides a platform 
for activists, researchers, implementers, and donors to share the most recent 
research, good practices and advocacy strategies to reduce the epidemic among 
gay men and other MSM. APCOM’s involvement in MSM Pre-Conference is as 
follow:

5.2.1 MSM Pre-Conference

APCOM Executive Director Midnight Poonkasetwattana took part in the Panel 
along with Keletso Makofane (MSMGF), Meg Davis (Center for Human Rights 
and Global Justice) and Sergio Lopez (SOMOSGAY). The panel concluded that 
our silence will not protect us and that we need more radical, fact-based activism. 

“Getting the Math Righ: Counting Gay and Bisexual Men into the 90-90-90 
Equation ” Discussion Panel

Watch Midnight’s Talking point 
from video below

  4
  4
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Produced under collaboration between APCOM and UNAIDS, Changing Gears 
is a new guide for an effective HIV service programming that will strengthen 
the ongoing national and regional efforts to reinvigorate the HIV responses for 
gay men and other MSM in Asian countries. The document serves as a resource 
for a new generation of advocacy efforts to bring down structural barriers, such 
as stigma, discrimination, violence and legal persecution which still affect the 
access of gay men and other MSM to essential HIV. Changing Gear guides us 
on four different components relevant to the region: (1) evidence and strategic 
information, (2) comprehensive package of evidence, (3) special and urgent needs 
of adolescent and young MSM, and (4) linkages to and integration of HIV services 
into a broader package of health and social services for MSM.

The launch of “Changing Gear” is packaged in a discussion panel, hosted by 
ACON Director Nicolas Parkhill and consisted of APCOM Director Midnight 
Poonkasetwattana, UNAIDS Asia-Pacific Director Steve Kraus, UNDP’s HIV, 
Health and Development Team Leader Mandeep Dhaliwal, Thai Red Cross AIDS 
Research Centre physician Donn Colby, discussing the intersection among MSM 
epidemic in Asia region, the universal targets in HIV programming, and the 
utilisation of Changing Gears.

The Launch of Changing Gears : A guide to effective HIV service programming 
for gay men and other men who have sex with men in Asia

Download the New Framework

Watch the session from the 
video bellow
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“[The new Guideline] 
serves as a big 
push for healthcare 
providers and policy 
makers in a country 
that that still has no 
or limited supportive 
environment for 
HIV responses, 
particularly for young 
MSM.”

Rokonol Rawak
(Link UP Project, 
Bangladesh)

 “I highly recommend 
the utilisation of 
the components of 
[the new Guideline]. 
I see how their 
applications 
will benefit HIV 
service for MSM in 
developing country 
like Myanmar.”

Dr. Nay Lin Tun
(HIV/AIDS Alliance 
Myanmar)

“I’m applauding 
APCOM for this 
comprehensive, 
insightful framework. 
I can’t wait to 
share this with my 
colleagues.” 

Jyotiee Mehraa
(HIV Prevention 
Adviser, Health and 
HIV Implementation 
Services Provider)

Testimonies emphasizing a potential positive impact from Changing Gears to the 
course of advocacy and service provision were heard from the participants
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Jumping Hurdles: Creating Friendly HIV Health Services for Young Gay and 
Bisexual Men and other Young MSM in Asia and the Pacific

A collaboration between APCOM and YVC under the support of UNDP through 
MSA programme, Jumping Hurdles is a dialogue session on the importance of 
youth friendly HIV health services for young key populations. A teaser of a video 
animation guiding health providers with clinical aspects that contribute to the 
level of friendliness towards young people was presented in the session . The 
session also presented the findings of an online survey designed to assess the 
opinions of the YMSM and transgender people on available and existing HIV 
health services in their respective countries. Nearly half of the survey participants 
(n=100) responded that they had not been to any HIV health services. From those 
who had gone for testing, 51% responded that they had no information on how 
to make an appointment, whilst only 35% of the participants mentioned that the 
services were friendly and they might consider revisiting.
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The WCC-Ecumenical Advocacy Alliance is coordinating an Interfaith Pre-
Conference  under a theme of “Faith on the Fast Track” to bring faith-based 
participants together to share good practices, networking, and discussion of 
the faith-based response to current challenges in responding to HIV. Having 
produced faith-based advocacy tools for the region, APCOM also was invited to 
conduct a session in the Pre-Conference. 

A presentation showcasing faiths as a mean to improve HIV services among 
people living with HIV and LGBTI individuals within Islam and Christianity context 
was delivered by our Senior Programme Officer Shankar Silmula. The session 
was followed by knowledge exchange session among the participants from 
various faith backgrounds on how they have worked with their communities, the 
challenges they have encountered, and the steps they took to overcome them.

5.2.2. Interfaith Pre-Conference

Islam and Christianity on Sexual Diversity and Sexual Health

Download the Discussion 
Papers

Watch the session from the 
video below

A Q&A video on exploration of 
Christianity, sexual diversity 
and sexuality by Joseph N. 

Goh, a priest and a scholar in 
gender, sexuality and theology 

at School of Arts and Social 
Sciences, Monash University, 

Malaysia, which was screened 
at the session
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For its AIDS 2016 engagement, WHO set an agenda in pacing up the research 
agenda for PrEP implementation and the monitoring of the new evidence on the 
science of PrEP. A one-day meeting gathering prominent PrEP advocates from 
across the globe, including APCOM, was scheduled prior to the main conference 
to discuss various PrEP topics.

5.2.3. World Health Organisation’s 
              “PrEP Implementation”  
               Pre-Meeting

This session aimed to showcase country examples of PrEP roll out. Representing 
Thailand, APCOM Director Midnight Poonkasetwattana was part of the panel 
which discussed countries’ best practices in implementing PrEP dissemination. 
The panel also highlighted best practices from Australia and Kenya presented 
by Andrew Grulich (UNSW) and Nelly Mugo (Kenya Medical Research Institute), 
respectively.

Increasing PrEP Awareness and Creating Appropriate Demand

Watch the session from the 
video below
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    JumpStart is an MSM 
and transgender networks 

capacity strengthening 
initiative co-implemented 

by APCOM and AFAO. The 
activity provides national 

MSM and transgender 
networks with tailored 

technical support by 
catalyzing on their 

transformational capacity. 
Through JumpStart, these 

networks will improve their 
advocacy engagements at 
a country level for a more 

impactful and effective HIV 
response. 

Authored by Senior Advocacy Officer Inad Rendon, Eeny Meeney Miney Moe was 
presented at “Implementation Research, Economics, Systems and Synergies with 
other Health and Development Sectors” Abstract Track of the Conference. Based 
on the observation of the implementation of Jumpstart , the abstract concludes 
that national networks employing health-based advocacy in Asia-Pacific region 
are donor driven and are operating to achieve particular targets among identified 
key affected population subgroups. The regional HIV advocacy and competitive 
funding streams has mainly influenced the country level advocacy. In order for 
impactful and effective HIV response, the country level advocacy needs to go 
beyond health perspective and encompass rights-based approach cutting across 
all key population sub groups. Click here to view the full abstract poster.

Eeney Meeney Miney Moe: The effect of selective engagements of national 
networks with key affected population subgroups (Abstract Exhibition)

  7

  7

  7

The workshop aimed to equip with community service providers with innovation 
and the use of social media in campaigning HIV-related responses, including 
the health of gay and bisexual men. APCOM’s TestBKK team was invited as 
one of the facilitators alongside campaigner from AMSHER and M-Coalition. 
Communication Officer Safir Soeparna facilitated the importance of campaign 
branding on online platforms during the workshop, based on the success of 
TestBKK’s first two years in increasing the campaign awareness among its target 
audience. The facilitations were followed by Q&A session and an isolated couching 
clinic between the workshop attendant and each of the facilitators to brainstorm 
solution for specific campaign hurdle faced by the workshop audience.

Let’s Lead Our Own Campaign – A Key Population-led Knowledge Sharing 
(Workshop)

The AIDS 2016’s main conference seeks to stimulate scientific excellence and 
inquiry, embolden individual and collective action, nurture multi-sectoral dialogue 
and constructive debate, and underpin accountability amongst all stakeholders. 
Sessions focused on the latest issues in HIV science, policy and practice and also 
seek to share key research findings, lessons learned, best practices, as well as 
identify gaps in knowledge. During the main conference, APCOM engaged in a 
poster exhibition, workshop, and discussion panel sessions.

5.3. Main Conference
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Accelerating AIDS Responses in Urban Settings through Community Involvement 
is a sub-panel of the “Fast Tracking AIDS Responses” panel session co-hosted 
by ViiV Healthcare and IAPAC. Alongside community advocates from different 
regions, Advocacy and Programme Manager Shankar Silmula showcased 
situation of MSM and transgender community in Mumbai and Delhi that 
essentially factored in pacing up the effort to reach UNAIDS’ 90-90-90 target. In 
his talk, Shankar underlined the need to be cautious with the reduction of both 
HIV domestic and international funding in a country that transitioned from low-
income to mid-income such as India.

Accelerating AIDS Responses in Urban Settings through Community 
Involvement

Watch the session from the 
video below

The Global Village is a diverse and vibrant space where communities gather 
from all over the world to meet, share and learn from each other. It is part of the 
Conference that is free and open for public. There were over 200 free activities 
available throughout the week: sessions, exhibition booths and marketplaces, 
networking zones, performances, film screenings and art exhibits. APCOM’s 
presence in Global Village through a booth and engagement in several panels 
over different networking zones aims to demonstrate the application of how 
science translates into community action and intervention. 

5.4. Global Village

APCOM Executive Director, Midnight Poonkasetwattana, delivered a remark 
during the opening ceremony of global village]. In his speech, Midnight called on 
donor to specifically invest to the community by supporting community-led or –
owned initiatives, provide core funding, sustaining community mobilisation, and 
endorsing long-term, community-led south to south technical support.

Opening Ceremony

Watch the session from the 
video below
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APCOM’s “StepUp4MSM” booth in Global Village is a space for APCOM to 
engage with delegates, media and the visiting public. The visitors had a chance 
to subscribe to APCOM’s newsletter and grab APCOM’s knowledge products, 
flashdisk containing APCOM’s e-publications and memorabilia (badges) designed 
specifically for AIDS 2016. 

“StepUp4MSM” Booth

Traditional HIV outreach have been relied on onsite delivery, leaving many gay 
men who do not frequent such sites unreached. TestBKK, APCOM’s Bangkok-
based HIV testing campaign targeting young gay man, piloted a 5-episode web 
series called GayOK Bangkok in a hope of packaging sexual health messaging 
in a heartfelt storyline that is relatable to young gay men. Supported by intense 
social media campaign, the webseries has helped TestBKK raising 41,000 
Facebook followers, 21,000 YouTube subscribers and more than 8,000 website 
page views, at the end of the webseries’ first season. TestBKK has undoubtedly 
become the country’s biggest online touchpoint to reach out young gay men with 
sexual health messages. The journey of this success was presented in MSMGF’s 
MSM Networking Zone by Senior Communication Officer Safir Soeparna and 
Campaign Coordinator Philip Limburung to inspire HIV testing campaigners 
to look beyond traditional offline outreach and conventional social media 
intervention in amplifying their campaign’s reach.

Delivering Health Intervention to Young Gay Men through a Webseries
GAYOK
BANGKOK
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Taking place in MSMGF’s MSM Networking Zone, Turning the Corner is a 
dialogue among the community advocates on their experience in sustaining 
resource mobilisation of their HIV work. Moderated by Senior Advocacy Officer 
Inad Rendon, the speakers include Advocacy and Programme Manager Shankar 
Silmula, Isean HIVOS’ Training Coordinator Lingga Utama and MSA community 
advocates: Humsafar Trust’s Programme Manager Richa Salvi and Blue Diamond 
Society’s Deputy Director Sanjay Sharma.

Turning the Corner

Watch the dialogue from the 
video below

No Money, No Honey is a panel discussion aimed to discuss the critical state of 
MSM epidemic, the drastic funding gap and the barriers and strategies to increase 
HIV political commitments and investment for MSM witnessed in Asia-Pacific 
region. Moderated by our Senior Advocacy Officer Inad Rendon, the panellists 
consisted of AFAO’s Executive Director Darryl O’Donnell, HIV/AIDS Alliance’s 
Regional Representative for Latin America and Caribbean Javier Hourcade 
Bellocq and His Excellency Ratu Epeli Nailatikau, the former President of the 
Republic of Fiji. The process needed for achieving full domestic financing using 
the experiences of Fiji and the challenges that the civil society faced in accessing 
funds from the government were highlighted by the panel. The panel also provided 
a brief outline of the 2016 Political Declaration and how its shortcomings could 
affect the political will of Member States and future investments towards HIV 
interventions for MSM.

No Money, No Honey: Investing in MSM and community-led interventions to 
end AIDS by 2030

Watch the panel from the 
video below
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Bringing in APCOM’s past, current and upcoming activities in Asia and the Pacific, 
Executive Director Midnight Poonkasetwattana joined community advocates 
from EJAF, MTV Staying Alive, and “Empowered Trans” of the Kaiser Family 
Foundation in a panel organised by ViiV Healthcare to discuss the global efforts 
that would alleviate the impact of HIV/AIDS and enable MSM and transgender 
individuals to safely seek culturally competent care and services.

In an effort to translate PrEP research into an actionable response, Executive 
Director Midnight Poonkasetwattana showcased the follow ups from PrEParing 
Asia, Asia’s first and biggest community-led dialogue on the roll out of PrEP in 
the region that’s organised by APCOM in September 2015, in the panel of the 
session. Taking place in Research Literacy Zone organised by IRMA, AVAC, WRHI, 
WACI Health, and NHVMAS, the panel also included other PrEP experts such as 
Ntando Yola and Yvette Raphael (South Africa) and Will Nutland (England).

Positive Action for MSM and Trans-specific Programmes 

Advancing Prep Advocacy Opportunities and Challenges in Settings Where It 
has been Approved and Where It Has not

Watch the panel from the 
video below

Watch the panel from the 
video below
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    Three (3) of YVC  members 
sat on a panel during its 
Pre-Conference sessions 

to present evidence of 
challenging factors on the 

uptake of HIV services among 
young MSM, at the same 

time, present their opinions 
on tackling these challenges. 

Moreover, five (5) of its young 
MSM and young transgender 

members participated as 
panellists in YVC’s session at 
the Youth Networking Zone 

and engaged in a dialogue on 
ensuring youth engagement 
in the design and decision-

making for HIV programs at 
country level. 

The Youth Programme included a variety of activities designed for and by 
young people including cultural and educational performances, presentations, 
workshops and panel discussions. It serves as a platform for young people to 
participate in youth-specific activities at the conference as well as to promote 
the value of intergenerational exchange between older and younger populations 
of people involved in the global response to HIV. With commitment to build a 
future of young cadre, APCOM’s engagement in the Conference also includes 
a technical and financial support to YVC – a youth-led network of young MSM 
and trans advocates from across Asia-Pacific region that aims to address issues 
related to HIV, health and human rights among young key population in the region 
. Below are the sessions organised by YVC in Youth Programme.

5.5. Youth Programme

Count Your Voices with US is a dialogue among young community advocates 
addressing the primordial issue of what made the participation of young MSM 
and young transgender people in programme design meaningful. It introduced the 
existing advocacies and programmes led by young MSM and young transgender 
persons. Good examples of how young people were engaged meaningfully in 
national HIV programmes were the essence of the talk. Moderated by YVC’s 
Network Coordinator Niluka Perera, the dialogue brought together YVC 
members from Bangladesh, Pakistan, Myanmar and Vietnam, as well as other 
young community advocates

The session aimed at providing an overview about health services for young 
MSM and young transgender people in Asia and the Pacific. At the same time, the 
session’s goal is to share experiences and lessons learned on activities involving 
assessments of sexual health service providers.  The attendant of the session 
were equipped with the basic skills to design advocacy activities using social 
media and online platforms in the promotion of youth friendly services. 

Count Your Voices with Us: Engagement of young MSM’s and transgender 
persons in the HIV response

Assessing Health Services’ Friendliness for Young MSM and Transgender 
People

  8

  8
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A cocktail reception to celebrate the launch of a new project between APCOM 
and France’s 5 Per Cent Initiative  was held during the evening of the main 
conference – Thursday, 19 July 2016, at Durban’s finest seaside bar Moyo uShaka. 
The new initiative is to conduct a 3-year research, capacity strengthening and 
advocacy project addressing the epidemic among young gay men and other MSM 
in Greater Mekong countries – Cambodia, Lao PDR, Myanmar, Thailand and 
Vietnam. The goal of the research, which will be run online, is to have a region-
wide new epidemiological and behavioural data on young MSM describing 
syndemic conditions of HIV risk behaviors. 

The opening remarks were given by UN Secretary General’s Special Envoy 
for AIDS in Asia Pacific J.V.R.Prasada Rao, noting APCOM’s commitment for 
serving the community in the region; as well as by the Regional Counsellor in 
Global Health for the Embassy of France in Thailand Eric Fleutelot, stating the 
enthusiasm of France government in collaborating with APCOM to reach out to 
young MSM population. More than 20 entities of donor, private companies (i.e., 
pharmaceutical company), academician and community advocates attended the 
reception.

6. Side Event: Cocktail Reception for 
     5 Per Cent initative

    The 5% Initiative is France’s 
arrangement on the fund they 
contribute to the Global Fund. 
The initiative aims to respond 

to requests for technical 
expertise from French-

speaking countries and their 
allies, to support them in 
designing, implementing, 

monitoring/evaluating and 
measuring the impact of 

grants allocated by the Global 
Fund, in order to enhance 

their effectiveness and their 
impact on health.

9
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Supported by UNDP BRH, APCOM is a regional sub-recipient (SR) of the Multi-
Country South Asia Global Fund HIV Programme (MSA). MSA is a regional HIV 
Programme operating in seven countries: Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, 
Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka. The overall goal of the Programme is to reduce the 
impact of, and vulnerability to, HIV of men who have sex with men (MSM), hijras 
and transgender people through Community Systems Strengthening (CSS). In 
Afghanistan, the programme focuses on HIV prevention services for men with 
high risk behaviour.

As seen in the previous chapters, there were numerous sessions in both Pre-
Conference and main Conference that were conducted under the support of and 
to accomplish the goal of MSA . Under the Grant, APCOM and UNDP BRH has 
selected four community advocates from the Grant’s national partners to engage 
in the Conference. Other than becoming panellist in the APCOM-led sessions, 
these advocates also presented the following abstract exhibition.

7. Partnership with Multi-country  
     South Asia Global Fund HIV 
     Programme

See “Jumping Hurdles” (page 
XX) and “Turning the Corner” 

(page XX)
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Based on the examination of 21 community-
led sensitization workshops involving 655 
stakeholders on MSM issues in India’s North 
and North Eastern areas, the abstract concluded 
that community-led stakeholder sensitization 
is key factor in creating and fostering rational 
attitudes toward MSM; enabling environments 
further empower MSM to seek healthcare and 
legal aid, and thus, reducing their vulnerabilities 
to violence and HIV. Community involvement 
and wider replication of similar activities are 
strongly needed to promote human rights, 
overall wellbeing and social justice toward 
marginalized communities such as MSM. Click 
here to see the full abstract poster. 
Click here to view the full abstract poster.

Creating Enabling Environment to Reduce 
Vulnerabilities of MSM towards HIV/AIDS 
through Key Stakeholder’s Sensitization

Presented by: Tinash Chopade (Humsafar Trust, India)
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Based on the surveillance of Humsafar Trust’s 
MSA grant deployment to community-based 
organisations in 10 states and one union territory 
of India, the abstract concludes that these States 
have hidden MSM and TG population who are 
difficult to reach. Targeted interventions had 
successfully reached out to this population 
through outreach strategies. High turnover of 
staff, especially peer educators and outreach 
workers, however, has affected outreach 
programme, and thus, contributed to increased 
risk of HIV transmission among these key 
populations due to unavailability of prevention 
services. Timely and adequate disbursement of 
funds by states is need of the hour to implement 
HIV/AIDS prevention program for MSM and TG 
population. 
Click here to view the full abstract poster.

A qualitative study was conducted with focus 
groups of MSM & trans community and 14 in-
depth interviews with key informants including 
stakeholders from the community, government 
and donors to scrutiny gender-based violence 
experiences among Bangladeshi MSM and trans 
persons. The study finds that 90% MSM and 
TG face a variety of physical, sexual and verbal 
abuses ranging from being teased by people on 
the streets to rape and murder. Two key sources 
of violence were police officers and healthcare 
providers, thus creating barriers to accessing 
legal and healthcare services. Participants 
reported current programs do not address their 
needs.
Click here to view the full abstract poster.

Impact of Decentralized and Reduced 
Government Funding on HIV/AIDS Program 
for MSM And TG Population in India

Strategies for Improving Services and 
Programmes to Address Gender-Based 
Violence against MSM and Transgender 
People in Dhaka

Presented by: Richa Salvi (Humsafar Trust, India)

Presented by: Masbah Uddin Ahmed (Bandhu Social Welfare 
Society, Bangladesh)

Vox pop article on MSA 
community advocates’ AIDS 

2016 experience
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