
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr. Pagna Dork  

Executive Director  

Men’s Health Social Service  

 

 24th May, 2021 

  

Dear Mr. Arben Fetai, 

  

Re: 2021 Political Declaration on HIV and AIDS 

  

On behalf of Men’s Health Service (MHSS) and as a member of civil society, I am writing to 

express our deep concern about ongoing negotiations at the United Nations General Assembly 

on the 2021 Political Declaration on HIV and AIDS. 

  

As you know, this Political Declaration is crucial to translating into strong political commitments 

the approach of the Global AIDS Strategy 2021-2026 to end inequalities and close the gaps that 

are preventing progress towards ending AIDS as a public health threat by 2030, both in Cambodia 

and globally. 

  

Our country’s voice should be heard loud and clear in support of this approach, especially on 

issues that we know are essential to support and save people’s lives. Therefore, we urge 

Cambodia to be vocal, stand firm and protect the game-changing elements of the Political 

Declaration in the negotiations on the points below: 

  

1.  Addressing as a matter of urgency the structural barriers of discrimination, gender 

inequality, criminalization, underfunding and exclusion of people living with HIV and 

people most at risk of HIV, namely, key populations and other populations who may 

be at elevated risk of HIV. 

2.  Endorsing the 10-10-10 targets on societal enablers related to gender-based 

inequalities and gender-based violence, stigma and discrimination, as well as 

punitive legal and policy environments. 

3.  Supporting community leadership in HIV service delivery in line with the 30-60-80 

targets on community-led testing and treatment, societal enablers and prevention 

programmes. 

4.  Committing to increase annual HIV investments in low- and middle-income countries 

to US$29 billion and expand investments in societal enablers to US$3.1 billion by 

2025. 



5.  Committing to establish a mechanism to regularly track and review progress across 

all targets, including financing, and to course-correct promptly if gaps emerge. 

  

For further details on the above, please refer to the annexed Civil Society Declaration for the 

United Nations General Assembly 2021 High-Level Meeting (HLM) on HIV/AIDS “End 

inequalities. End AIDS. Act now!” [annex CS declaration in one of the 6 language versions] 

developed by the Multi-Stakeholder Task Force for the 2021 HLM, supported by its advisory 

group, and signed by over 700 organizations, networks and institutions globally. This declaration 

highlights the main demands from communities of people living with HIV, key populations, 

young people and other impacted groups. Also annexed to this letter, please find a compendium 

of internationally agreed language on the main issues at stake in the ongoing negotiations. 

[annex compendium of internationally agreed language]   

  

We know that time is of the essence as the third reading of the draft will begin on Tuesday, May 

25th. I will therefore make myself available at your convenience to support Cambodia ‘s 

positioning in the remaining negotiations to ensure it is based on evidence and what we know 

works in bringing an end to AIDS. 

  

Sincerely,’ 

 

Mr. Pagna Dork  

Executive Director of MSS  

Phone: +855 17366644 

Email: pagnamhss@yahoo.com  
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