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Advancement in advocacy work

Taiwan
Same Sex Marriage, May 2019

Hong Kong
Henry Tse and Q case, Feb 2023

Singapore
Repeal of Section 377A, Nov 2022



Tenets of Decriminalisation Campaign 

• Love and acceptance:-Freedom of religion is compatible with LGBTQI equality: All of the major religions 
emphasize the importance of love and acceptance.

• Human rights are universal: Everyone is entitled to the same rights. Discrimination against LGBTQI people is 
unacceptable and illegal under international human rights law and Cook Islands Constitutional law

• There are no new rights for LGBTQI people being created: We are simply stating that we should enjoy the 
same rights as everyone else.

• It’s about decriminalization of sexual acts, (heterosexual people cannot be criminalized for consensual sex they 
undertake) not marriage equality.

Cook Island

Advancement in advocacy work



Lesson learnt in advocacy work

Taiwan

• Reframe the narratives - LGBTIQ+ 
are a part of our society and 
community, not come from western 
culture. 

• Find our common values and 
creating our language to start the 
conversation. 

• For those LGBTIQ+ issues, the 
organizations and activists started to 
understand how we could work 
with allies in politics– which 
impacts our daily lives indeed.   

• Democracy MATTERS!!

Hong Kong

• Continue strategic litigation

• Work with business sector on 
advocacy 

• International solidarity 

• Leverage on major LGBTIQ events 
such as Gay Games to promote 
awareness and inclusivity

Singapore

• Community mobilisation to increase 
visibility and awareness

• Constitutional challenges

• Engagement with the wider society
• Corporates 
• Professional bodies: Social 

Work, Counselling and 
Healthcare

• Leverage on UN Mechanism: 
Universal Periodic Review and 
CEDAW

• Engagement with the government
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